
Conductor Russell 
Steinberg creates an 
oasis embracing the 
classics at Milken

BY STEFAN GLIDDEN

Eleven-year-old Errol Po-
lus has been playing the cello 
since he was three. 

“I used to live in San Francis-
co,” Polus explains. “I was in 
the Golden Gate Philharmon-
ic for fi ve years. We thought of 
our orchestra as our own mu-
sic team.”

When Polus’s family moved 
to Los Angeles in 2005, he be-
gan looking for a new musi-
cal outlet, but budget cutbacks 
and foundering interest in the 
arts made fi nding a music pro-
gram nearly impossible. A 
year passed and he still hadn’t 
joined a new group.

“I really missed it,” Polus 
says, “but I kept practicing, just 
in case my Mom found an or-
chestra for me.”

The cellist’s practicing paid 
off. Having joined the 75-mem-
ber Los Angeles Youth Orches-
tra (LAYO) based at Milken 
Community 

High School, he’s on a mission 
to get the word out about his 
new team. 

“Now I am playing Beetho-
ven’s Sixth Symphony – not even 
an arrangement, the real one,” 
Polus notes in a heartfelt letter 
to the organization. “I want ev-
eryone to know about the LAYO. 
Then maybe some other kid 
who moves to L.A. won’t have 
to wait as long as I did.”

Founded by Dr. Russell Stein-

berg in 1999, LAYO is an or-
chestra for children in grades 
four through 12 whose practice 
space overlooks the Sepulveda 
Pass. Its members range in age 
from eight to 18, and travel to 
the hilltop school from all over 
the city. 

Russell, who holds a Ph.D. 
in music from Harvard Uni-
versity, was originally asked to 
helm Milken’s existing music 
program.
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Studio City Golf and Tennis Scoping Meeting
The city’s second public scoping meeting on the pro-
posed development at Studio City Golf and Tennis. March 
20, 6:30pm. Walter Reed Middle School Auditorium. 
4525 Irvine Ave., North Hollywood. 

Concerts at Church of the Valley
Laura Hall from “Whose Line is it Anyway” will sing ex-
cerpts from her new album, “A Woman of Faith.” March 16, 
7:30pm. 6565 Vesper

Circle of Care Leeza’s Place 
“Crop for a Cause” will feature chair massage, raffl e and 
family time. March 24, 10am-5pm. $30, includes lunch. 
Limited to 40 people. RSVP to selkins@leezsplace.org. A 
community-centered resource offering programs that ed-
ucate, empower and energize both caregivers and those 
recently diagnosed with any memory disorder. Scrap-
booking, caregiver workshops, memory fi tness, grief work-
shops and more. 5000 Van Nuys Blvd., Suite 110 Sher-
man Oaks. For class schedule, visit www.leezasplace.org
 or call (818) 817-3259. 

Edible Book Tea Party
An edible tribute to classic books at the Friends of the Studio 
City Branch Library’s 2nd Edible Book Tea Party. Make an 
edible version of your favorite book. March 24, 2:30-4pm. 
Children’s author and collagist Theresa Smythe will provide 
a special craft project for children. 12511 Moorpark Street. 
Call (818) 755-7873 or visit www.studiocitylibraryfriends.
org for more information. 

SCNC Candidates Forum and Monthly Meeting
Candidates in the upcoming Studio City Neighborhood 
Council elections will speak on Wednesday, March 21 at 
6:30 p.m. CBS Studio Center, Annex 1, 4024 Radford Ave.
The forum precedes the monthly board meeting, which will 
start at 7:30 p.m. Enter at the Radford Gate.  elections@
scnc.info or 818-655-5400.

SCNC Elections
Annual Board of Director Elections for nine open seats. 
Wednesday, March 27, 2-8:30 p.m. Walter Reed Middle 
School in auditorium foyer. 4525 Irvine Ave. www.scnc.info

Neighborhood Council Valley Village 
Monthly meeting the 4th Wednesday of every month at 
6:30pm. The next meeting is on March 28 at Colfax El-
ementary School, 11724 Addison St., Valley Village. 
www.myvalleyvillage.com. 

Studio City Chamber of Commerce 
First Friday Club Breakfast 

Networking breakfast featuring a community speak-
er the fi rst Friday of every month. Next meeting on April 
6. Guest speaker is KCAL/KCBS General Manager Don 
Corsini.7:30-9am. Tommy Rays, 12345 Ventura Blvd. 
$12 at the door. www.studiocitychamber.org. RSVP: 
(818) 655-5916.

Studio City Residents Association General Meeting
Meets on the second Tuesday of every month. Next meeting 
is on April 10. Reception at 7pm; Meeting at 7:30pm. Bever-
ly Garland Holiday Inn Theater. 4222 Vineland, Studio City. 
www.studiocityresidents.org.
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Community

Film festival showcases local 
talent on neighborhood screen

Los Angeles Youth Orchestra strikes 
a fond chord with young musicians
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(Above) The Los Angeles Youth Orchestra. (Right) Russell Steinberg.

VANC Anniversary ♦ Montclair Golf Prodigy ♦ VICA Newsmakers

BY AMY LYONS

March may be widely known 
as the month when sports fans 
suffer bouts of madness, but 
this year, fi lm fans will join the 
frenzy too. Movie madness will 
reign supreme as the 2007 San 
Fernando Valley Internation-
al Film Festival, Inc. (VIFFI) 
sweeps into town. 

Cinephiles from Studio City 
and surrounding areas have 
marked their calendars for 
the weekends of March 16 and 
March 23, when 92 free fi lms will 
be shown at the Beverly Garland 
Holiday Inn on Vineland Avenue.

Now in its fourth year, VIFFI 

showcases the work of a myri-
ad fi lmmakers hailing from as far 
away as South Africa and as close 
to home as Studio City. The festi-
val was founded by 15 members 
of the Universal City Chamber of 
Commerce who wanted to see 
more fi lm in the Valley. 

Festival president and entertain-
ment lawyer Randy Salter remem-
bers the initial conversation. 

“We wanted to see a fi lm fes-
tival taking place in the Valley,” 
Salter said. “We also wanted to 
focus on the Valley’s contribu-
tions to the fi lm industry.”

Starting out as a small festival 

“It was just a small orches-
tra playing Jewish music,” ex-
plains Sandi Steinberg, who 
serves as LAYO’s executive di-
rector and is Russell’s moth-
er. “Russell wanted to create 
a community orchestra that 
would embrace all the clas-
sics, further goodwill, and be a 
big melting pot.”

Even in his youth, Russell 
knew an orchestra like LAYO 
was necessary.

“I grew up in Encino and 
I just felt like I was living in a 
place not very open to classical 
music,” he recalls. “I wanted to 
create an oasis for classical en-
thusiasts, for young people.”

Prospective players must 
fi rst audition for the orches-
tra, and if accepted, pay a $525 
yearly tuition, with fi nancial aid 
available. The orchestra meets 
to practice once a week on 
Sunday afternoons to prepare continued on page 6

continued on page 12
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school school notesnotes

BY ALICIA HIBBERT

Three students at Kester Elementary re-
cently won awards through the Califonia 
Arts Educators Association for their art-
work. Second grader Matteo Debole and 
fourth graders Jennifer Urrutia and Darah 
Haimovitz were honored at the Armory in 
Pasadena where their work was exhibit-
ed in the Arts Community Room. Maureen 
Banks is Kester’s art teacher. 

The Country School (TCS) in Valley Village 
recently celebrated Read Across America 
Week with a school-wide program. Kick-
ing off a week of celebrations was the 
“gently used book drive” whereby books 
were gathered and donations were given 
to needy institutions. This year the vendor 
for the weeklong Book Fair was Mrs. Nel-
sons (www.mrsnelsons.com). Proceeds 
from all purchases benefi ted the school li-
brary. A highlight was the annual “Night of 
1000 Stars,” an evening event on the TCS 
campus complete with staged readings 
by TCS teachers and staff. The week cul-
minated with “Dr. Seuss Day” where TCS 
community readers visited classrooms 
throughout the day. This year’s special Dr. 
Seuss reader for the all school assembly 
was actress Debi Derryberry, the voice of 
“Jimmy Neutron - Boy Genius.” 

Parents for Carpenter (PFC), the fund-
raising group at Carpenter Avenue Ele-
mentary, has a new website—www.par-

entsforcarpenter. Check out information 
about PFC, learn what is done with mon-
ey raised, fi nd out about the dinner dance 
and auction, look for volunteer opportuni-
ties, and much more.

“The Future of Education In the Val-
ley,” will be held on Saturday, March 17, 
11 a.m. at California State University 
Northridge, San Fernando Valley Meeting 
Hall. A panel of private school leaders will 
discuss a report published in July 2006 by 
the National Center for Education Statis-
tics and explain their perspective on what 
makes private school different from the 
public system and how those differenc-
es impact students. The keynote speak-
er will be Dr. Paul Cummins, Founder of 
Crossroads School and New Visions Foun-
dation. Panelists include Jerry Goren, Sec-
ondary School Principal, Oakwood School 
in North Hollywood; Paul Singer, Head of 
School, The Country School in Valley Vil-
lage; Betty Winn, Head of School, Abraham 
Joshua Heschel Day School in Northridge; 
and Neal Wrightson, Director, Children’s 
Community School in Van Nuys. The goal 
of the forum is to provide parents consid-
ering private school with important infor-
mation relevant to the public vs. private 
school debate. The event is sponsored by 
New Heights Preparatory School. Please 
RSVP to (818) 993-3800. ✹

for their four yearly performances, which 
take place in the winter and spring at Zip-
per Hall in Los Angeles and at Milken. 

Musical selections range from 
Beethoven, Bartok, Brahms and Mozart to 
premiers of new works from modern com-
posers – including Russell’s own work.

“Playing the diffi cult symphonies has 
made me a much better player,” says LAYO 
bassist Jack Fairley. “Playing in [LAYO] has 
completely transformed me as a bassist.”

“We never forget where we came 
from,” Sandi explains. “We’re dedicated 
to playing music, no matter where it came 
from.” 

The orchestra’s 75 members are split 
into two groups: the concert orchestra 
comprised of beginning musicians, and 
the chamber orchestra for advanced stu-
dents. This separation can sometimes 
lead to competition.

“There’s always competition. It’s nor-
mal. Everybody always wants to be the 
best,” says Sandi. “The orchestra is kind of 
like a sports team. If you want to play in 
the best position, you’ve got to practice.”

Although the orchestra is based at a Jew-
ish school, children of any faith are wel-
come to audition. They do not have to be 
students at Milken to be in the orchestra.

The main criterion is the love of music,” 
stresses Sandi. “Music is what holds them 
together. They come from all over and 
they all have this common thread.”

According to the executive director, 
there’s no such thing as the stereotypical 
“band geek” – especially at LAYO, whose 
well-rounded members are also involved 
other extra-curricular activities including 

theatre, athletics, and dance. “You won’t 
fi nd a drone in the pack,” she says.

Cindy Turkell, mother of 13-year-old vi-
olinist Michael Turkell, says she is amazed 
at the orchestra’s level of professionalism.

“You will be blown away that this is 
a youth orchestra,” Turkell says. “You 
would have thought that this was the L.A. 
Philharmonic.”

Turkell also touted the orchestra’s focus 
on discipline and academic achievement. 
“The minute that baton goes up, they’re in 
a different world,” she notes, a phenom-
enon Sandi chalks up to a strict sense of 
discipline.

Many parents, including Turkell, take an 

L.A.Y.O. continued from page 1

Steinberg founded the orchestra in 1999. 
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INSTANT CASH! AVAILABLE

Free
Appraisals

Buy
Sell

Gold • Silver • Rare Coins • Estate Jewelry

818.909.0155

5912 ½ Van Nuys Blvd. Van Nuys, CA 91401

VALLEY VILLAGE/NOHO 
4738 Laurel Cyn Blvd.    Open Daily 7 am–11 pm      (818) 906-5743

ENCINO   
16450 Ventura Blvd.       Open Daily 7 am–10 pm     (818) 906-5780

SHERMAN OAKS 
4520 Van Nuys Blvd.      Open Daily 7 am–11 pm      (818) 377-4140

VISIT THESE GELSON’S LOCATIONS NEAR YOU 

     Regular  Special
Chopped Beef Liver with Egg $7.99 lb $7.49 lb
Potato Kugel    $4.99 lb $4.29 lb
Traditional Tzimmes   $6.99 lb $6.29 lb
Traditional Charoses   $6.29 lb $5.49 lb

Served with:
Chicken Broth & 4 large Matzo Balls, Chopped Beef Liver with Egg

Potato Kugel, Tzimmes, Gefilte Fish with Horseradish
Charoses, Macaroon Cookies

Please allow 48 hours’ notice when ordering.
Meals are refrigerated and must be reheated prior to serving.

Passover meals are prepared Kosher-style and are not certified Kosher.

Dinner special: 3/20 through 4/11/2007

Students practice once a week for their four year-
ly performances. 
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active role in the orches-
tra’s development, includ-
ing fundraising to promote 
the group’s growth and 
development.

“They do all the things 
parents do for a school, but 
more so,” Turkell says.

Recently, the Los Ange-
les Philharmonic accept-
ed LAYO as a partner or-
chestra, and has provided 
members who teach mas-
ter classes to the students. 
Another partnership with 
the Los Angeles Chamber 
Orchestra has allowed stu-
dents to sit in on rehearsals and to meet 
and talk with professional musicians. Rus-
sell says he is confi dant that even more 
successes lay ahead.

“The future is extremely bright,” he re-
marks. “I think we’re going to be able to 
build this into one of the fi nest youth orches-
tras on the west coast and in the nation.”

For its founder, the orchestra has be-
come the biggest part of his life.

“This orchestra has taken me out of my 
ego,” Russell explains. “When I go out [on 
stage], I feel so lucky to be a part of this. All 
these kids have formed amazing friend-
ships here. At their own schools, they’re 
a little bit odd, because they spend all this 
time doing their classical instruments, but 

here they’re completely 
normal, and that was a 
huge inspiration for me. I 
feel like I’m making mu-
sic with friends.”

“He had the vision,” 
says Sandi of her son, 
“and we’ve done it. We’ve 
actually pulled it off.”

Talking to the students 
who participate, it’s clear 
the effort was worth it. 

“LAYO’s education not 
only makes me a better 
musician,” says orches-
tra pianist and percus-
sionist Alan Grusky, “but 
also makes me a better 
person.” ✹

The Los Angeles Youth Orchestra’s next per-
formances are  March 25 and March 28 at 
Milken Community High School. World 
class pianist Joel Fan will be the guest art-
ist. Visit www.sswt.org/swma/layo.html 
for more information.  For tickets, call 
(310) 903-5712




